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There are many web 2.0 applications for generating “word clouds” from text that you provide. The clouds give greater prominence to words that appear more frequently in the source text. (the word cloud above was taken from this paragraph) You can tweak your clouds with different fonts, layouts, and color schemes. The images you create with Wordle are yours to use however you like. You can print them out, save them to online gallery, or capture them with JING to share with your friends. 

Word clouds[image: image2.png]& s L
L

S shmeonsif £
EINETRR S

(s
oy sy SIS v

vsaﬁmmﬁuwmaimm. E

o poIpuny -+ ayeys Pl

T

[PPR i

SR o)

NE

E wlg
g




 can be used as a fun tool or it can be a valuable classroom application.  It allows students to analyze large passages of text to find the frequency of words used.  Words that are used more often in the passage are made larger in the word-cloud.  For example below you will find a word-cloud created from Martin Luther King's “I have a dream” speech.
 

The example below is text taken from the chapter intro of a Social Studies textbook.
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Check out this interesting use of Word Clouds:
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/tag_clouds_of_obamas_inaugural_speech_compared_to_bushs.php 

Web 2.0 Word Cloud Applications

Go to the following site to see a list of 10 different word cloud applications.  In this lab you will choose one of the applications to create a word cloud of your own.

http://ow.ly/1c8io
Lab Activity:

1. View the screencast listed below to learn how to use Wordle:

http://www.screencast.com/t/1FE4YITn8M 

2. Read the “Top 20 Classroom uses of Word Clouds” posting on the following blog:
http://thecleversheep.blogspot.com/2008/10/top-20-uses-for-wordle.html 

3. Review the “Word Clouds in the classroom” PowerPoint presentation:

http://www.slideshare.net/murcha/using-wordle-in-the-classroom-presentation 


4. Using Word Cloud generator of your choice copy and paste the text from your digital story and create a word cloud image.  Using Jing capture your word cloud and submit it to BB.  Also post it on your blog in Weebly.  Reflect on what you are seeing from the word cloud about why you want to be a teacher or your philosophy of education.

