PageFlakes is a web 2.0 application that allows you to easily create a webpage.  In our class we will use this application to create our online portfolio.  In this lab session we will create the first page, “homepage/mainpage”, of our PageFlakes site.

Creating an account

First of all go to the following website:

http://pageflakes.com
Click on the “Show my page!” icon
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The following default PageFlakes site will appear.  This is based on the area in which you are living.  For Michigan we get a page based on the Detroit Area.
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At this point we will sign-up for a PageFlakes account.  Click on the “Sign Up” icon.
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The following sign-up form will appear.  Fill in the form and then click “Sign Up.”
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The following screen will appear.  This is optional and I suggest skipping this step.
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Editing your PageFlakes Site

Your PageFlakes page will appear.  Take a look at the page and decide which items you want to keep and which items you want to remove.  You will be able to add new items, “Flakes”, later.  

If you want to remove a flake, click on the top right corner of the flake.
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Verify that you do want to remove the flake.
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Continue removing any flakes that you do not want on your page.

Editing an existing Flake

If there is a flake on your page that you would like to edit you can do so.  For example, if you want to keep the weather flake but want it for the Grand Rapids area.  
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Adding flakes to your page

Now that you have you basic page you can add new features to your site.  To add a flake to your page you will click on the Flake icon at the top corner of your page.  
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The following screen will appear.  This screen you can choose from a list of common flakes, you can add “RSS” feeds, and change your page layout.  On this screen you can also choose to browse all of the flakes that are available.  We will discuss changing page layout, theme, and adding RSS feeds later.

If you do not see the flake you would like to use then click on the “Browse All Flakes” icon.
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After clicking on the “Browse All Flakes” icon the page shown below will appear.
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If you want to find a particular PageFlake you can enter a search term at the top right corner of the page.


If you scroll to the bottom of the page you can see more flakes.  By either clicking a page number or the next icon.
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The Anything Flake

You will be required to have an anything flake that introduces your page.  As it’s name implies the “Anything Flake” allows you to put anything on your page.  This could be text, images, and links to websites or files stored on the net.  To place an anything flake on your page go to the “Flakes Menu” and then click the “+” icon next to the flake.
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Click on the “Start Editor” icon to begin working.
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Working with this flake is much like working with a word processing document.  You can add and edit text as well as insert graphics and hyperlinks.  

As you work on the anything flake you can preview your results at anytime.  When the flake is complete you will click on the “Build Flake” icon.

RSS Feeds

You are also required to have RSS feeds to “The Teachers Podcast” and “The WIT Podcast” on your main page.  Below you will find the steps for adding an RSS feed.

To start this process you will need to know the RSS feed information for each Podcast.  This can be found on the podcasting site.  The location of the feed information will vary but your should be able to find it by clicking on an RSS feed icon found somewhere on the page.

First of all let’s do the feed for “The Teachers Podcast.”  Open you browser and go to the address listed here:  http://teacherspodcast.org  On the Podcast page find the RSS feed icon.  See below:
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After clicking on the RSS feed icon the screen shown below will appear.  Highlight the feed address and then copy it by either right clicking or using Copy on the browser menu.
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Now you are ready to create your RSS feed.  Go to the Flakes Menu and then click on “Add RSS Feed.”
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The following screen will appear.  Paste the RSS feed address on to the form and then click on “Get Feed.”  Your RSS feed flake should appear on your page.
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Repeat this for the “WIT Podcast.”  The address for this feed is listed below.  Copy and Paste this on the flake.

http://www.screencast.com/users/GVSUEDTECH/folders/WIT%20Podcast/rss 

PAGE  
9

